= THE FARADAY
INSTITUTION

Call for Research Proposals: Next Generation Sodium-ion
Research Sprints

Call type: Invitation for Proposals
Closing date: 12:00pm (noon) on Friday 3rd July 2026

Funding available: Up to £0.9 million for sprint projects of up to £150k and a
duration 12 months.

How to apply: Submit applications via the Flexigrant portal selecting the Next

Generation Sodium-ion Research Sprints.

Assessment process: Applications will be reviewed by an independent panel. Using
recommendations from the panel as guidance, the Faraday Institution will select
successful applicants in line with the independent review process and taking a
portfolio approach.

Expected Key Dates:

Activity Date

Funding competition launch Week of 1% June

Deadline for applications 12:00pm, Friday 3™ July 2026
Review panel complete 24% July 2026

Funding decision 10t August 2026

Grant start date 1%t October 2026

Additional information: Total budget available is currently £0.9m at 80% FEC (equivalent to
£1.125m at 100% FEC). Funding beyond March 2027 will be subject to an ongoing
Department of Business and Trade review, with confirmation expected in November 2026.
Note, currently £0.45m funding is available to March 31t 2027. Applications are expected
to be costed appropriately to a maximum of £150k, enabling the funding of up to six
projects. To be eligible for funding, individuals and research organisations leading the
application must meet UKRI’s eligibility criteria. Please read the full call document for

guidance before submitting your proposal.

The Faraday Institution’s sodium-ion battery research programme is funded by the Battery
Innovation Programme, through the Department for Business and Trade and delivered by
Innovate UK.

Contacts:

The programme management team may be contacted at:
Email:programme.manager@faraday.ac.uk


https://faradayinstitution.flexigrant.com/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-funding/

Tel: 01235 425300
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Background to the 2026 sodium-ion calls

Advances in sodium-ion battery technology have led to the rapid creation of a fledgling
market, and sodium-ion batteries are now being commercially deployed in applications that
once were exclusive to lithium-ion. Cost, power, operating temperature, material supply,
safety and sustainability are all areas that can present a competitive edge for this
technology. First generation sodium-ion cells are now widely available and almost exclusively
manufactured in China.

The UK has a strong historic and current capability in sodium-ion battery research. Building
on the solid foundation of the NEXGENNA project, which will complete in September 2026, a
new sodium-ion research programme is being proposed to ensure the UK’s battery research
remains cohesive, aligned with industry, and internationally competitive in support of the UK
Battery Strategy.

Objectives

This Research Sprint call is aimed at laying foundation level research into some of the
important areas required for next-generation sodium-ion cells. The intention is for UK
university-based groups with relevant expertise to initiate short research-intensive projects
that will work quickly to establish potential.

The following areas are in scope:

e Advanced anodes

e Advanced electrolytes

e Improved low-temperature performance

e Anode-free sodium-ion batteries

e Sodium-ion battery management systems (BMS)

A separate sodium-ion major project call will run concurrently to this Research Sprint call,

which will provide funding to September 2030. Subject to maturation and progress against
milestones, research developed in successful Research Sprints may be integrated into the
main Na-ion project consortium (Sodium-ion Cell Design, Development, and Material Scale-
up) in 2027 by the researchers joining that project.

Scope of work

Proposals are welcomed relating to the research areas identified below. Project proposals
must demonstrate that applicants have the up-front knowledge, experience, relevant
background IP where necessary, and the facilities required to progress the project. More
specifically:


http://www.fararday.ac.uk/get/sodium-ion-call-main-June2026

Advanced anodes

The Faraday Institution has identified scope for breakthroughs to improve the
performance of anodes. Specific areas seen as having scope for improvement are: energy
density, rate (especially charge rate at low temperatures), cost, and sustainability.

Whilst it is envisaged that research will focus on improvements to hard carbon anode
technology, other anode materials are also in-scope.

Advanced electrolytes

Scope for breakthroughs in advanced electrolytes have been identified, and specific
areas seen as having scope for improvement are: rate (especially charge rate at low
temperatures), safety, cost, and sustainability (fluorine content).

Electrolytes for sodium-ion anode-free cells are also in-scope (see below).

Improved low-temperature performance

Commercial use of sodium-ion cells is particularly gaining traction in applications that
require high rate performance in low temperature environments. Traditionally this
market has been serviced by lead-acid batteries, however sodium-ion, whilst offering
significant cold temperature performance benefits over lithium batteries, and attractive
cost benefits, still suffers from constrained performance at low temperature.

Some improvement is required in sodium-ion batteries’ cold temperature discharge rate,
however, cold charge rate and the associated safety concerns due to sodium plating are
also areas where there is scope for improvements.

Anode-free

Applications are invited for the research and development of anode-free sodium-ion
technologies. Applicants need to be able to demonstrate a significant potential shift from
current state-of-the-art sodium-ion cells in terms of energy density and cost.

Applicants need to demonstrate a strong approach to safety, and any follow-on funding
for this area of research will specifically be dependant upon the Sprint project
strengthening the safety case for this technology.

The Faraday Institution expects to award three or more grants in this area. Projects will
be awarded individually but researchers submitting proposals can request their
proposals can be assessed collectively in the relevant section of the application form.

Sodium-ion battery management systems

The commercialisation of sodium-ion energy storage systems is being hampered by the
lack of availability of high-quality battery management systems that are designed
specifically for sodium-ion cells. Consequently, implementation often involves



compromises such as under use of the whole potential operating range, poor state-of-
charge determination, and non-optimised safety control.

e Applications are welcome that develop hardware for BMS or that research specific
functions that will be required by improved sodium-ion BMS such as cell agnostic low
voltage safety limits.

Out of Scope

e Research of new methods that use artificial intelligence
e Research of new modelling approaches
e Liquid sodium metal cells

Targets

Applicants will be expected to demonstrate that they have a thorough understanding of
future markets for sodium-ion batteries, including through the presentation of targets
relating to their proposal. Applicants should indicate how the headline targets (e.g., energy
density, cycle life, cost, rate, operating temperature) will be devolved into suitable targets at
sub-system level.

Industry support
Industry support for applications to this competition is optional.
Eligibility

To be eligible for funding, individuals and research organisations leading the application
must meet UKRI’s eligibility criteria.

Funding and duration

e Projects will begin on 1%t Oct 2026 and run for 12 months. Total first year budget across
all sodium-ion Research Sprints is currently £0.9m at £80% FEC, with £0.45m falling in
the period to March 2027. We expect to fund projects at no more than £150k (80% FEC)
each.

e Projects of slightly shorter duration will be considered, subject to applicants obtaining
specific approval from the Faraday Institution.

e Funding beyond March 2027 will be subject to an ongoing Department of Business and
Trade review, with confirmation expected in November 2026.

e Research developed in successful Research Sprints may be integrated into the main
sodium-ion project consortium from October 2027 by the researchers joining that


https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-funding/

project. Additional researchers joining sodium-ion project consortium would be subject
to the approval of all collaborating parties and the Faraday Institution.

Conditions of applying

Project proposals need to meet the following conditions. Projects must:

e Facilitate the work of the Faraday Institution by allowing participating staff the freedom
to work solely on the Institution’s mission, allow participating staff on occasion to work
at the headquarters of the Institution and to free up staff time to focus on specific
Institution projects, where relevant.

e Accept and comply with specific terms and conditions that will accompany the grant
offer letter, as well as adhere to general Faraday Institution terms, conditions and
management principles.

o Terms and Conditions of Faraday Institution FEC Grants

o Faraday Institution Management Plan

e Provide access to facilities to other institutions funded by the Faraday Institution.

e Work with others in the innovation chain, specifically across innovation and scale-up
activities.

e Be prepared to work with the Faraday Institution HQ and to be directed by the
overarching governance structure on the research challenges under focus.

e Some equipment costs in the first year of the project may be feasible, but should not be
included without discussion and prior approval from the Faraday Institution.

All applying universities must acknowledge acceptance of the terms and conditions of the
Faraday Institution within their application. These include conditions specifically relating to
the management of the outputs from these research projects, such as intellectual property.
Applicants will be expected to agree to such terms and conditions as part of the funding
process.

Training budgets

Applicants must include, within their application, a provision of £2k per year per Post
Doctoral Research Associate (PDRA), to support personal development and training for
Faraday Institution-funded PDRAs. Provision for the training is to be included in the relevant
section of the finance template that applicants should download from the Finance Section of
the Flexigrant portal.

Submission outline

Proposals should be submitted through Flexigrant. The application will consist of the
Flexigrant online application, and a project plan and financial template in Microsoft Excel.
Please use the provided Excel template to prepare proposals and submit to Flexigrant as
text, pdfs, and xls file. respectively.


https://www.faraday.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Faraday-Institution-fEC-T-and-C-February-2025.pdf
https://faraday.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/190923-Faraday-Institution-Project-Management-Plan-v2-2.pdf
https://www.faraday.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Blank_Na-ion_Finance_Proposal_Sprint_Oct26_-_Sep27.xlsx

Interested researchers should submit a proposal including:

A challenge statement

Project aims, scope, objectives, and benefits.

Current state-of-the-art

Project objectives

Funding justification

CV of project leader and PDRA

Letters of support from university heads of department and any industry partners

Deadline for submission

All proposals must be submitted by 12:00pm (noon), Friday 3™ July 2026.

For further inquiries, please contact programme.manager@faraday.ac.uk.

Assessment process

The Faraday Institution will convene an independent review panel to assess the quality of

the applications received, composed of individuals from both industry and academia.

The role of the panel will be to review and provide recommendations to the Faraday
Institution executive team for final funding approval.

Upon submission of applications, the Faraday Institution will undertake an eligibility
criteria and completeness check before distributing applications to the members of the
panel for review, along with appropriate review guidance and briefing notes.

A chair from the Faraday Institution will be appointed to convene and facilitate a panel
review meeting, to impartially lead the discussions and to gather feedback from the
reviewers.

The final decision on projects to be funded will be made by the Faraday Institution,
which will consider the review recommendations, assessment criteria (below) and its
own portfolio criteria.

The Faraday Institution may contact applicants at any stage during the review process to

clarify aspects of their applications.

Assessment criteria

The applications will be judged by an independent review panel on their potential impact on
the UK battery market taking into account factors such as:

e Commercialisation potential (likelihood of success) and delivery of a defined end point
that delivers an outcome useful to UK industry.
e The extent to which the research project objectives align to the Faraday Institution
mission.


mailto:programme.manager@faraday.ac.uk

e The quality and clarity of the work proposed.

e The quality of the project management and governance arrangements.
e The commercial, societal and academic impact of the research.

e Value for money of the research programme as assessed.

e Budget justification and availability of Faraday Institution funds.

Intellectual property

Background IP remains the property of its original owner, with each party granting the other
a non-exclusive, royalty-free license to use it solely for project-related purposes. If a party
needs Background IP to exploit Arising IP, the other party must not unreasonably refuse a
fair commercial license. An IP Committee, comprising representatives from the Faraday
Institution and the Research Organisation, oversees the identification, protection, and
exploitation of IP arising from the project. Research Organisations must promptly notify the
committee of potential Arising IP and submit formal disclosures when required. The
committee meets biannually, forming sub-committees to strategise protection and
exploitation, with the Research Organisation proposing an exploitation plan. If the Faraday
Institution finds the plan inadequate or the IP remains unexploited within three years, it may
take over commercialisation efforts under fair terms. Ownership of Arising IP remains with
the Research Organisation or Third Party unless they opt not to protect or exploit it, in which
case the Faraday Institution can assume responsibility. Additionally, the Faraday Institution
may reclaim up to 15% of profits from Arising IP, capped at the grant’s total value. The
complete terms around IP are included in the grant offer letter.

Equality, diversity and inclusion

The Faraday Institution aspires to create a truly inclusive environment where all its
researchers can thrive and feel a sense of belonging whilst empowering everyone to have a
voice. We celebrate individuality and know that combining the skills and talents of a
dynamic and diverse community brings great strength. The Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

Working Group is looking at positive ways to ensure these values are lived out throughout

our community.

The Faraday Institution is committed to promoting gender balance in science, technology
and engineering.

The long-term strength of the UK research base depends on harnessing all the available
talent and the Research Councils have together developed the ambitious UK Research and
Innovation Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan.

The Faraday Institution expects that equality and diversity is embedded at all levels as set
out in our EDI charter and in all aspects of research practice. We are committed to
supporting the research community in the diverse ways a research career can be built with


https://www.faraday.ac.uk/working-group-edi/
https://www.faraday.ac.uk/working-group-edi/
https://www.faraday.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/EDI_Charter_Jan2023_FINAL.pdf

our investments. This includes career breaks, support for people with caring responsibilities,
flexible working and alternative working patterns. With this in mind, we welcome
applications from academics who job-share, have a part-time contract or need flexible
working arrangements.

Conflicts of interest

The Faraday Institution is committed to maintaining the highest standards of impartiality,
transparency and fairness in all aspects of its work. From time to time a situation can arise
where there is a conflict of interest. This is particularly the case where the Faraday
Institution requires expert advice and those best placed to provide the required expertise
may be actively involved in the field. These situations will be managed by adopting a clear
policy for dealing with potential conflicts.

The Faraday Institution requires all individuals involved in such activities to agree to act
according to our policy on conflicts of interest.

Reviewers should declare any potential conflict of interest and panel members will not be
present during any discussions of proposals in which they are conflicted.

Below are a set of guidelines that all reviewers (be they academics, from industry or Faraday
Institution management) will be expected to comply with.

e A conflict of interest shall be defined as any personal, business or academic interest that
may, or may be perceived by a reasonable member of the public to influence their
judgement in performing their functions and obligations as part of existing Faraday
Institution research commitments.

* |tis expected that reviewers inform the Faraday Institution in advance of any new
appointments that may give rise to a conflict of interest as described above and affect
the performance of their functions and obligations as regard the continuation of the
Faraday Institution research areas.

e Where a conflict of interest becomes apparent in the course of the application review
process, they are required to inform the Faraday Institution and other parties at the
earliest opportunity.

e Reviewers are required to withdraw from any discussions where they have any interests
that may, or maybe perceived to, influence their judgement or give rise to a personal,
business or academic gain of detriment to other parties.

e Allinformation on potential conflicts of interest will be held by the Faraday Institution
and could be disclosed to stakeholders and funders of the activities of the Faraday
Institution (and potentially also the public).

Confidentiality & privacy

The Faraday Institution Privacy Policy describes how we manage personal data.



https://faraday.ac.uk/conflicts-of-interest/
https://faraday.ac.uk/privacy-policy/

The Faraday Institution assesses all grant applications through a review process and such
applications are sent to reviewers for comment. Applications are treated confidentially and
only supplied to reviewers who have previously signed confidentiality agreements with the
Faraday Institution.

Reviewing panel members are asked not to share or discuss reviewer comments/identities
outside of the Faraday Institution management. Reviewers are asked for feedback forms.
The content of applications, proposals and feedback forms are all kept confidential. If
reviewers have any paperwork or have any additional notes, they are required to keep these
secure and delete them as soon as the information is no longer required.

Whilst we ask within their submissions that applicants describe their proposed project in
sufficient detail for reviewers to assess the application, potentially patentable results should
not be included in a proposal until after a patent application has been filed. Under no
circumstances should any applicant contact individual panel members.

Reviewers are required to notify us immediately if any applicant contacts them directly.
Under no circumstances should any Review Panel member contact bidding individuals.

Summary of key dates

Call published online Week of 1% June
Flexigrant application window closes 03/07/2026
Review panel complete 24/07/2026
Decision announced to projects 10/08/2026
Commencement of new projects 01/10/2026
End date of projects 30/09/2027
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